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cSome Christmas
Celebrations

I' a northern
How Hfllida) child were to

isit one of our
Is Obsrrcd southern states wn
In v ariouk Christmas day he

Sections of the would wonder if be
United Sutes had not in some

wax not Ids caleti- -

it was not really the Fourth of July
Instead.

The stores are full of tirecraekera at
this time, and ex cry child in the south
lias his lire, lackers and cannons and
horns and the like. The icUe starts
at midnight Christmas eve, ami all day
long the crackers and toy canuons are
fired. The bands march around piny-Inf-

the favorite southern sons, "Idxle"
and ".My Maryland." and the soldiers
march the streets to the strains of the
music, .toppiiiLr now and thou to tire
salutes. This Is the h;ipplet time of
Ihe jear to the southern children.

mjtu Clans visits them Just as he
does the children in the north.

Anions the l'enusyl vania Iuth you
never hear of Santa Clans. If you
were to be there at Christmas and
talk about hi in the children would ask

i you who you xxere talking about. The
"man with the pack" w ho iits them
is called IVlznickel, and the mother
of b;id children often threatens them
with the saying:

"You'd better be good or Pel.nl. kel
will catch you!"

Some old man In the neighborhood al-- I

ways plays the jiart of I'elznickol on
Christmas eve and dresses up so the
children will not recognize him and
sturts out. On his back l.s a larue batf
of toys, which he holds In place with
one hand, and In the other hand he
holds a sxxltrh. Then he conies to the

j door and asks the mother lf the chll- -

dren have been pood. To thos whom
she nays have been pod he sives pres.
ents, and the bad ones he catches lf
he can-n- nd playfully strikes them
with the switch xxhi' h he carries

Aiiioiil: the descendants of the old
Spanish settler In some parts of Amer-
ica we find that they observe a week
In the celebration of Christmas. ThLs
bcLrins one week before Christmas. In
the daytlniM they have dinners at each
other's home, and in the evenings they
trlve a series of parties at the di:Yerent
houses In the 'evenltiK the joum; folk
p to t lie home of one of their number
and knock, and then all beLrin to sing.
Those within the house ask, "Who In
there?" and the answer Is. "The Vlr-fl-

Mary nnd St. Joseph seek lltrliiK
In your houc." To carrx out tic I'dble
story they are ut first reftiseil admit-taneo- ,

nnd then the floor Is opened
wide, and they are all trlven a hearty
welcome.

On Christmas exe the old and vum;
all Join blether and have a b;'

In a iari..' hali Ih'.x !i up
one side to rcpii'M iit the man;. cr. nnd
here they xei.x o'(mnly five a little
play, In wld-- h many lake part, the

harm ter hi In- - .Mary and .bis,' 1.. t he
wise i. .en. the sheplienN and the an
pels. Tills j,1;iv is xerjk real to thctn.
and they ad plax their parts with a

reverent spit it.

;si'rN,i - ."..--i v&
cnristm.is Uay.

:t' i :,c'i if ',t:-- t'
s w ii

The Ki'.t I .o o v is I a nV, tl.i v.
No palt...

M r.,ar.
rut in a ifr xv. 1 b.U.'id.
Tb.it in I In. I .'lt ful Wi d mlKhtit

of bit:

1I kbit, In luw lv jM .if ,

Tli.--i t C did Illicit K.'C'k tdf

P.) c..,r w on lio the humfiMt
born

MU:ht c me without h feAr of
k era.n To all nnnklnd
w a

as And uwh rst tn tb daxm of 6ny

And F. xtt KTOtaful Iot n1
I r.it

We hitl (.! t !efd day of day.8 Tbi fbtkire-i- Joy. th t)oor

The ft ir . ' op to rt and
VV iMt

U't'fi n'irel rem t earth
i f And k!tit ;tp v a Prtourn tlrth. in
w; rV TV, Tr

laxo sc-i;- i ii !!:'! the oriran
i't Ii. :. tin- Herald AiiL.fl

' ' ' '" b""I.X vt'.,.,i H. Jll
..'l nun he; k once

i' ui.t Ileitv was
lls..; iii.' I'. M'iM, Hiake ns she

dipped a pj L.i.f into liis IuiikI. UtT
U iet I'lalf ill hi fa. f surprised a

loolv of niiii Ifil astonishment ami 1 i

belief a he xxent la k i.i his place
Uie platform.

There wen a pra. ei a ml in. .re Chrit
mas carol., and then I'arson hiake
came forward and annouic ed that the
distribution of -- ifts would take p'.e"I would like to add"-- he hesitated.
his eyes tlxed on the ( lock in the rear

.Of the rooin-'Mhi- lt there will be one
. jrlftonthe tree toniLrht w hich has been
delayed two years In reachinLr its prop
er recipient. Jt was yiven by mistake
to another person, who never looked at
It until today. think the the re
Mplent will understand."

With a ci' rM face Parson I M ake
whipped out a pocketknlfe ami detach
ed a package from the tree.

"Willie Urown."' he called. And Wil
lie went forth to receive a k and a
hafr of candy.

After that names followed thick and

Hit
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t t ' v ' '

,

' ' :- -f-

?i ; fi
! -
i f.ist, am! .. . ;. s ;u.d tr.- - and Ltfuxx ;.

ujis went to the p.iitlnrm Nit!i empi
liar.ds and came ba k I.;. It n xvith pre

BL'e. orantrcs and biiL of candy, am'
presently tic whole loom xva a pleas
nut Luz of talk and laughter,

j As f.-- lb-M- Treat, she s:it there lik.
n beautiful statue of snow excr sin'
the parson had made his Announce
rnent conc i nincr the delaxed present,
Fhe wondered If It was for her. it

rcmld not be that Aunt Hetty bad re
coked It. nlthoutrh th old lady had

plven the minister a package. Hut

that ptickaire would contain the knitted
silk muiller for Mr. Inake. Uobin

slirupt'ed her shoulders lmpatienM.x
Of iour-- the delaxed LiTt was a book
for one of the children She turned to
smile at Aunt Hetty, who wn

taking ihild'ike pleasure In a lapful of

clfts liotn the in e.
"Mi-- s l;.''iti Trent." read I'arson

I)rnke. and f.o-- trow paler
It he went Up tla' nUle No one noticed
her point; FUe Aunt Hetty, who looked

anxiously nt KoMn ns she f ame back
with a lr.ri.-- c l" of b- oks and tx..
r ink f.irl d :n ba.s of randy.

Other tiai.'i. s iollowcd. arid a jrreatr'
confusion of sound to shn-Ann-

Hrtty and her ue e from th.
crowd. j

"Y'ou ir"t two hair. Itobln Lei m-

what you've got," uhl-j-ere- d Anv
mttj.

Itobla looked lown In her lap. Fni.
ftiOUih. there xver two pink trlatn.
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days to Cbrlstmns, eh, RobT in?" ijuavered tld Aunt lift

ty as she peered at the farm
it's almanac In her lap.

"Ye, Aunt Hetty," replied Uobin,
stlrrliuf the orange peel inio tin mint

with vigorous. i ; ikes t.f lier
strong young arms.

"When Is the, Sunday - hool tree?"
"Tomorrow nicht 1 wish you felt

like piiiLt. Aunt Hetty. You would on
joy the singing Mini the lichts and see
Ing tin- people."

"Max be so, !; r. I'll eo how I feel.
Iuf Lif nif my knlttln?. dearlo. I

iiiut tinili tlic parson's mu flier."
Itol.ln liiniL.'lit Ihf knlttlnt,' Imski-- t

fitr with I rl li t folored silk
ind llio half nnii.lfted niufller for the
v.iuiil: (lfiiiiau. Her blue eves were

I rrrv lirilit
'I'wn yea i a'. it had hot-i- i Christ

tins ovf thi' pats. .a. youiiLT Anthony
i'rake. hid whipfred to Kohin that
tliff" w:i a Lrilt for lift- - on the tree.
.'Hid -.- MiflhiiiL: !n hi look and the
tone of hi ...e led KMiin to believe
lh.it In tin- hvly proflVrinl gift lay the

tr'sioii uf hi loe for her.
I'.iif the ecnlnc had passed uneven!

fully. The preent had all been dis
tribiited fpm Hie tree, and. though
Robin's name had been railed a iiuin
ber of tlmen and she had L'one up to
reeelrp sundry lnysterloUisly tied paek
ace, not oho nppeared to be from the
youne minister. Itobln wn deeply of
fended. She could scarcely believe th.it
Anthony would stooji to Jest with her
upon such a tender subject ns their
newly awakened love for each other,
but wh n she found that ho avoided her
ami tint his manner crew cold nnd (lis
tant KoLIn sliruLTLred her pretty Phoul
ders and iN'rnn a hilent flirtation with
Ed Willis, the M'hoitearher.

"I haven't Uen to n Sunday school
Christmas tree for two years." mur-
mured Aunt "l lot ty. kiditlnc vlporouly

"1 remember." sal Itobln nuletlv.
"You slipped down on the Ice and

11'!; ined your ankle t hat tilzht."
".nd a siL'ht of trou'de It made me,"

Aunt Ileit.v. "I remember I

(ji.1 dumped all the thlnirs I rif olf
the tree in'., my uurktable drawer.
and therr t !. are now the popom

'ball, as hard as a rock, and the orange,
shrunk to almost nothing, nnd a mess
of little presents I never looked at, 1

"'was m ii-- e;

"I i! tal.e tti r 'are of you this
time." pr unl-e- d Id-- i in

"You won't want to be bothered with
an old woman dear."

"Why l.oi V Idii-h- ed l'.nl n ehis'rllx
Alii.' U-- r a qiifr

glati'-- "I !io,u!it pel S VO'l XVfTi

polmr with I'd Willi- - "

lb'!, in d w a rtuly. "I'm lv

wltli yon dp re t at at'." lo said firm!
Ar.nt Ilettv wa fl'ejif for a loi

tvL!Ie. then e aki d: "Vmi aie r;ojf
to help Mr. hniko trl'n il;o tree t in.,
row n ffen-oo- ' M..t of !'. ih. r i,'ir
are i.'obiL'."

T I I ;! p- -' I J;cie ill Of M III

tli-- y lii I .e." Ib'bin. at.'l
Aunt llett v ' a Mk note lb.
tlr t'e . f bitt.'Mie-- s tn Ii''r l"l,e

".Mr I ra l.e a wa s aid on was bi-'- d

sta r helper." s id t xvornan quiet
ly. "You trot your pl crust made?"

"Ye Indeed, anntle. I'm polmr to
fill my i - u ixv ,Tut tnIe this mince
meat and tell me If It Isn't almost a

pood as mi ran mal e."
Aunt H' tty took the .. n and tat

ed Its ("nff-nt- tioddintr her head flp
prox Inir! x . "It's t c fe Ibdiln. You're
done (.'edit to mv te-- hlni; I bellere
your poor inn w'il'l say so If she wn

ja'.Ixe. Ion't f rct to pare your pret
tie t pie for th" aron."

"Very x( i! " n d Ilobin patlentlj, 1

t!iouph ber b'nit rebelled

The sun-la- w l room xvnn ah!n7'
with IIl-1.- end a L'Mt'rr wlt?i ref!e-

tbt fr.U t'.e til; H'l decrilted ( !.lb"
mas ttee th u st'ol en the ptntfi-n-

i: ',; c. it i:i ;!c room v a flpr d vrj.i
Ann Hi'"1 lie.it lb'i! d up tho !'.
lea id i ' on l' .' !:i's Ffrojic yoanir arm

' Son ebodx mi e up lai ew In tiie f ronl
row wf .In'' thut tlie Ut corner

I;: I made t h cry day
In tie diape .if a Stin k

,t a - I In- . inly baL.'
; l.i i.

Id .i- to i:.;d, i I l eml.liiiL:
WVs I hi w a the

.I'd pi i" i the one sin lia e
eived two cais; ' It so, then

had H''iied Aunt Helix's lo. k

int.' I hat ear and Aunt lb Itv had re
eived the precious one. ami in the

pain of her sprained ankle had lucked
It. away ami oiLr..ten it until that verv
da;..

She lifted Tier eves and met ihe burn
iiiLT Lrlance of Anthony lM;ikc he was
watchiiiL.' her. He had been waitiiiL.'
two years for hj answer. or tiuiier

ubrd otu the .!i a s nic. that fa ten
d t he top of the to. kinu, and he ;i w

h.lli.ll'lll 1. Wlthel'ed at.. I

tale candies
There wa omel i l u a ma,i

'lllilllllV lookiliLT env with a
fed .i ml lie na im in a hnmlwrit-
mil: thai brou-- ht lillllle to he!

In 'k

Om e nioie be Lilaieed up h,
met Anthony's ipiestiouinir exes, Her
swiftly lowered bead max have be
trayed her secret, for he turned awav
with a triad milt-

1

.V ".ii

. o o i e i c i n c!
drew i nit the o .aid ii Ii its li

:( ii i ;( "'!;- - I'c .

tears. W!c but . ..;, I

would .1 t a u. !' pio) .. i;.::
:i Chi a . a m

A III. ! I b y :, u d v. I. ..

over Mel - d lb.!.; ..'s
"You'll ha '. e to bkimo d. iti'

hlperei J" item !x

"It'. ail riu'.t icxx .' a i;n Kobin.
her e '.'i-- eye .., Aidbon.x. w ho wa
peakin to tl;.- huhed aemii';iL.'e.
lie a tliai.kiii- -' tiirm f..r then

splendid of mole ;.' for n l ew roe!
fur the i huicb He thanked Item In

dixldnally and o'.ie- tlxeb for the V.'

rlon.S he bad )f. eixid from them.
and then hi-- e;
Hon

as',, d Ib.l.i
and received .i a nsxx cr.

"1 haxe p thai iod fill a not ).

very b. autlf-- ri." ' l ex e i ell
"It cam- t tin-

rXpocted. d

will down
t; c to l.e

hi v in-

j e ie and a letter
H" 'iu-"- d at
yea ''dir.' ex and.
npj'fnl she laid tier ;itts in An. t Ib'i
tj'n lxp r.nd went quietly up to tk,
platform and 'nrel her hat ! In be:
lover'n

MMy Lift Is lei." imp!etel Anthoi,
Irtke

Uut l:i! in ;. 1 that (Jod had glv
en ber C.e : ' r r ft

brtstmas
turrf

by ROSE li. VAN SPLF.CE

' '"!' ic'ni, !'!,. bx Am. n. an l'f. -

-- l" Kit .'.

Th6R6 is a bclv hush In
the txcilight grav

Chat ucihcrs in the Christmas
Jay ;

'Cbcrc's a solemn tech in the
stately trees

imi a strange restraint in the
winter breeze.

Hll nature's athntl with a

great amac.
On the tlircsbcU cf this dav

cf days.

;OTIB --,hy aglcam with itf
myr.ad stars.

Che clcuvls wcr; mere glcncib.
at ' im set's bars.

; Civ; faces of men have a tcr.

J:r gl"Vv ;

Chcir voices in cadence arc
soft and low.

Ind heaven is a little ncare;
earth

On the evening that heralds
the Saviour's birth.

ANCIENT YULETIDE CUSTOMS

The Druids and Romans Both Use.:

Evergreen Decora:ions.
The !! c lLjiceii at Christum-- j

conn li. m ihf Ibunaiis. who thus or
nameiiU'd their temples duriio; th'
feast of it..rn. xshile Ivx was iuhei
nallx ued in le;i.b in honor of 15a

ehiis. The am'lent Iruids Iiudl: Lrrcen
braii. lie- - i;:d mistletoe over theli
door a "a pro; P i t ion to woodland
sprites: the; used also to cut pree
tree and carry them Into their house-t- o

protect t.ie spirits of the forest and
streams from the death dealing winds,
thlnkiiu' the spirit, thus protected,
would v " forth iti the Kprlnj; to reclothe
the forests with beautiful foliage and
unlock the i''o bound streams.

A survival of this superstition wns
found anion- - the English peasantry
not more than 'J'' years ao. Thex
huniT evergreens In their cot tn ires la
the belief that they would attract
sprites and that the boughs would re
main unnipped by the frosts and fur

'

nish a shelter for the woodland deities
"Standard trees" In the city were oiIl:-- ;

inally nade : fule of lio'.mj and Ivy,
'

shown.- - th.d the xtetnal aspect of
Christina! ice v,ns ;t public concern In

the da s of i ur ancestors
j

Origin of the Word Christmas.
TIh word rh.istma I !' cotupara

tlvely laic o, b. in The word w;i f.rt
used In lo::. it form then
Cb: i . 0 Mai . tin- n;a-:- of hri:
Orltren. a:i early father of the (hurih
said that In the Scriptures It was the
sinners aVnc. ict the saint-- . ;ho e!o

brafed their birthda.x s. Another ciirl.x
writer referred to ihe la t that the
blrtlni.ixs of the pa ran pods were kept
bv the peon e. The very lirsf evidence
of a feast hiixlnc been held In honor
of the birth .: fhrbt xvas In Iv'ypt
about the x.fir 'J"" dement of Alex
nndrii. said. "Vttain CLixptinn theolo
priatis overcurion-l.- x assign not the year
alone, but the day of Christ's birth,
placinu it ii V " Another date
aslirned to the exetit xxas March

"Christmasse Pyes."
Mlrn e pies texx are rener;illy round,

but there w is a lime when they were
fif n lin shape and xxere. In

fact, often telcired to riji ". o"in pas
ties." Hut this somewhat prewsnt.--
name and sl.ai e (b not appear to haxe
detracted from th-- ir popu'arlt.v. Scerin
for !' e. Pi the e litlon cf h' .

Me!s " in b'lY.. Is ft p tfe
to L ie sai I on Ids ib at!.! d. "M,is:cr-- j

I tell you ad t i t stand about me. . I

I nil trlil lie o eate a Cht Istmn-- o p;
i I care ir ! ir 1 dxo by and by after, f

rhrWT i.'sc ; , i s I e ...od mrjit.-
-- ,,

don Chrcid. te

-

no
1
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wtmwry x y
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Christmas to all.Mil r


